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  CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This study is going to discuss students’ responses to the use of Pairwork 

Information Gap (PIG) method in the classroom. This chapter explains some 

fundamental aspects in this present study such as; background of the study, the scope 

of the study, the research question, the purpose of the study, the significance of the 

study, and also the definition of the key terms. 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Over the past three decades, research about interest in use of Pairwork 

Information Gap (PIG) become increasingly, popularity and has been recommended 

as a way forward in English language teaching (Jondeya, 2011; Achmad & Yusuf, 

2014; Park, 2018). The use of Pairwork Information Gap activity was developed in 

several countries with a different focus on their research (Pellowe, 1996). On the 

other hand, Pairwork Information Gap have been focus of comparison studies on 

learners’ negotiation, collaboration, and encoding of form, function, and meaning for 

different tasks and classroom groupings (Andrade, 2011). 

Moreover, some researchers in Indonesia applied Information Gap Activity to 

improve some students’ skills like speaking, reading, vocabulary, and motivation 

(Sinaga, 2017). In line with Sinaga the concept of Information Gap activity was 

developing in Indonesia just focuses on improving students’ skills in some aspect   
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(Achmad & Yusuf, 2014). Meanwhile, some researchers use this teaching strategy to 

grow up students’ knowledge, there are no researchers who try to research student 

response toward the use of Pairwork Information Gap in the classroom (Pellowe, 

1996).  

Furthermore, there are some issues dealing with students’ problems in the 

classroom during the learning process. First, 50% teacher in the classroom felt 

difficult to ask the students to give a question (Sinaga, 2017). The students were often 

not confident and shy to speak English to say something in front of their classmates 

(Irona & Ratmanida, 2018). They were reluctant to share their ideas verbally in EFL 

either with the teacher or with their classmates (Hendra et al., 2018). In line with the 

issues, (Afrizal, 2015) argues that the effect if the students afraid to ask a question is 

the students become left behind students and also the students felt difficult to follow 

the lesson from the teacher.  

The next, the student worried and shy to speak in front of the class with their 

teacher and prefer to speak with their friends (Achmad & Yusuf, 2014). Moreover, 

most of the students do not know how to pronounce some words correctly, and they 

had difficulties in performing (Hendra et al., 2018). According to (Andrade, 2011) the 

effect when the students shy to speak is students’ lack of motivation to learn in the 

classroom, they become lazy to study and sometimes their focus just on their mobile 

phone do not pay attention to their teacher (Hendra et al., 2018) show that the use of 

Pairwork Information Gap activities can motivate the students’ more active in the 

classroom. 
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The last, several students in the classroom, like to do the task alone without 

pair, and also both of them do their task collaborate with their friends (Amalia, 2013). 

The effect when students do their task alone is they cannot share their ideas (Park, 

2018). By doing the task with pairs the students can easily solve some problems, 

collect information and exchange information with their pairs (Hendra et al., 2018). 

The use of PIG is effective in an English classroom because the students could 

cooperate especially if the students collaborate in a team or pairs to finish the task 

(Rahimi, 2016). 

By the problems above, the use of Pairwork Information Gap activity is to 

know which better for the students, study alone or pair (Afrizal, 2015). The reason 

why Pairwork Information Gap is one of the effective teaching strategies is to get 

students’ attention to the material that they get from the teacher (Defrioka, 2016). The 

students can follow the material easily so that they cannot felt shy if the teacher asks 

them to give the question (Andrade, 2011). Through Pairwork Information Gap, the 

researcher can know the students' responses to this activity, in which they prefer self-

learning or collaboration (Amalia, 2013). 

In Indonesia there are many researchers do research about Pairwork 

Information Gap but their focus on some aspect like speaking skill, reading, and so on 

(Asrobi et al., 2013). There is no researcher do the research to know the response 

from the students about the use of Pairwork Information Gap activity in the 

classroom. For this research, the researcher attempts to introduce this strategy to the 
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students. This study will focus on students’ responses toward Pairwork Information 

Gap in the classroom in SMAN 11 Kendari especially in class XI MIA 1. 

 

1.2 Scope of the Study 

In this study, the researcher used Pairwork Information Gap activity in the 

classroom. This research conducted in the level of senior high school in SMAN 11 

Kendari especially in XI MIA
1
. The student in this class was very active in every 

lesson but in an English lesson, they were not interested in. The research focused on 

student's responses toward Pairwork Information Gap activity. Pairwork Information 

Gap was a teaching technique for the students in which they did tasks collaboratively. 

The use of Pairwork Information Gap could make students easier and understand to 

accept the material from the teacher. 

 

1.3 Research Question 

The research question of this research was: "How do the students respond to 

Pairwork Information Gap activity in the EFL classroom?”  

 

1.4 Purposes of the Study 

Based on the background above, the purpose of this study was to investigate 

and describe the students’ response toward Pairwork Information Gap activity at the 

second grade of SMAN 11 Kendari. 
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1.5 Significances of the Study 

The significances of the study are as follows: 

1. Theoretical significance  

The result of this study could be used as a useful reference to know the response 

from the students' about study in the classroom using the teaching strategy like 

Pairwork Information Gap. 

2. Practical Significance  

 For Students 

The research would help the students to study the lesson easier from the teacher 

and make the students feel confident and comfortable if the teacher asks them to 

do their task. Moreover, working with pairs was more effective than working 

individually or without pairs.   

 For Teachers 

The research would help the teacher to measure the students who can do their 

tasks easier in the classroom. The teacher also can apply the new teaching 

strategy so that the students cannot get bored when receiving the material.  

 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms  

 

Students’ Response:  is any verbal or non-verbal act from the attitude to 

fulfill the students’ expectations including the material, the questions, commands, and 

requests of others (Amalia, 2019). The example of a verbal act is interpersonal 
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communication and non-verbal act like gesture and eye contact. In this research, 

students’ response means how the students gave their responses about the activity or 

the material given by the teacher. 

 

Pairwork Information Gap: is a technique in which learners are missing the 

needed information to complete a task or solve a problem and they have to 

communicate with their classmates to fill in the gaps (Namaziandost, 2019). PIG is 

very beneficial for those who try to practice interaction or communicating in the 

classroom (Ismaili & Bajrami, 2016). Pairwork Information Gap in this study defined 

as the activity of how to make students work together in doing their tasks or solve a 

problem given by their teacher. 

 

 


