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CHAPTER III 

METHODOLOGY 

 

This chapter presents the research paradigm and approach utilized in the 

conduct of this study by discussing the methodology and the context in which the 

study took place. This chapter begins with a discussion of research design, 

elaboration of the teacher education setting as well as the teaching field setting, 

justification for the participants' selection, restatement of the research questions, 

and discussion of data collection methods, and elaboration of data analysis relative 

to the instruments used. This chapter ends with the trustworthiness issue. 

 

3.1 Research Design  

This study was used the qualitative method. Qualitative research was used 

to identify the phenomenon that usually happens in daily activities (Creswell: 

2014). Based on the research question in chapter I, the researcher used research 

design basic qualitative study. Ary, Lucy and Chris (2010) stated that:   

“Basic qualitative studies, also called basic interpretative studies by some, 

provide rich descriptive accounts targeted to understanding a phenomenon, a 

process, or a particular point of view from the perspective of those involved. The 

central purpose of these studies is to understand the world or the experience of 

another.”   

Basic qualitative study is firstly types of qualitative design which is 

concern in “How events, processes, and activities perceived by participants are.” 
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Ary (2010) added that in this study would describe and attempt to interpret 

experience qualitative researchers report the result obtained from qualitative 

analysis through detailed descriptions of the process. It is followed by method and 

also instrument that concerned effectively in collecting data. So, the only things to 

do by the researcher were to describe and present the data that had been collected 

and analyzed.  

Furthermore, the researcher did not search the things outside from 

formulation of research questions. In this study, the researcher was record the 

teaching-learning process in the classroom to be the result of documentation and 

observation class. Furthermore, data collection was identified use qualitative 

methods the data was focused on students' preference on seating arrangement in 

speaking class  of year two students  English Education Department IAIN Kendari. 

 

3.2 Setting and Context  

This research was undertaked a Speaking IV class of year two students. The 

participants of this study were English Education Department students of the 

academic year 2019/2020 period. In speaking class, the lecturer usually used 

several activities that prosecute different seating arrangements for each activity. 

Therefore, the students who involved in this study have an active involvement both 

in learning, the classroom also other agendas of the English Education Department, 

so that they may also have a good participant in this study.  
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3.3 Participants 

The participants of this study was be about 30 students of year two students 

English Education Department in IAIN Kendari consist of seven females and 23 

males. They were about 18 and 19 years old. All of them are from of year two 

students who take the Speaking IV course. By taking all of the students in that 

class as the participants of this study, was given accurate information about 

student’s perception of seating arrangement. Based on the observation result, each 

participant has different skills in speaking skills in the classroom. Some of them 

were high achievers, measurable and others are underachieving.  

 

3.4 Data Collection and Procedure 

In this research, there are several ways to collect data for the present study. 

The first was classroom observation. The researcher was observed the teaching-

learning process that was take place in the classroom by looking in the real. The 

last observation was conduct during the last teaching in the classroom. This 

observation was carrying out for the meeting, not only observing students in 

learning, but the research also uses a tool in from of videotaping to make the 

observation process in the classroom easier. Furthermore, the researcher was also 

notice the seating arrangement that teacher use and the alternation of the seating 

arrangement that teacher uses in the teaching process.  

At the end of the classroom, the researcher was gave the students a 

questionnaire guideline on a seating arrangement that teacher use. The next step is 

to know the students’ preference on a seating arrangement that teacher applies in 
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their classroom. To know the students’ preference, the data was be taken through a 

questionnaire true in the checklist to identify the percentage of students’ answers 

that concern the seating arrangement. Students were answering the questionnaire in 

the classroom at the same time after the teaching and learning process in the class.  

The last was a reflection sheet. The researcher was dividing the reflection 

sheet for the students’ to know the reason for the students’ preference with the kind 

of seating arrangement. The researcher gives one question. Moreover, the students 

were answering the reflection at the same time after answer the questionnaire.  In 

In data collection, the writer studied all of data that have been collected and gotten 

in the field and made a conclusion about the data that can be understood and 

analyzed in this case, the data collected was the data from students 

 

3.5 Instrument  

Based on the research question, the researcher was being employed three 

instruments for gathering data. The instrument was used in the research are 

observation, questionnaire, and reflection.  

 

3.5.1 Observation  

Creswell (2014) argues that observation refers to one of the techniques was 

gathering data. Nasution stated that observation is basic of science 

(Nasution,1988). “Through observation, the researcher learns about behavior and 

the meaning attached to those behavior” (Marshall, 1995). It means that by 

conducting observation the researcher learned more about behavior and meaning 
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that appear of those behaviors. Many roles of observer in conducting observation, 

yet the researcher became observer as participant to collect the data. In this study, 

the research use observation to see the kind of seating arrangement that the teacher 

applies in the classroom and identify which types of seating arrangement that the 

teacher applying in speaking class such as row seating, cluster seating, horseshoe 

seating, or pair seating.  

In research, observation refers to data gathering which involves the use not 

only visual sense but also all sense necessary to get valid and reliable data. 

Observation also refers to one of the techniques in gathering data (Latief, 

2014)And the researcher used mobile phone to collected documentation also this 

observe take on video record. Then, observing class and documentation was 

conducted to figure out the image about preference of the students during the 

classroom activities.  

Documentation is a searching of data about things or variable. Through 

notes, transcript, book, newspaper, magazine, and others (Arikunto,1998). When 

collected the data through this procedure the writer did the video recording to 

record the classroom environment during learning processed. While video 

recording was running, in the other hand the writer took notes about the important 

moment in the class, this was very necessary to support the data.    

Note taking technique also used as other instrument to get addition 

information during the information. Knowing how the students’ prefer is the 

purpose of this procedure.  
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3.5.2 Reflection 

Reflection sheet was a very effective tool to use when students were 

displaying unacceptable or acceptable behaviors and can be used in conjunction 

with the class (Simmons, et al., 2015).  In this study, a reflection sheet was be used 

to identify the students’ reasons based on their preference. The students’ reflection 

sheet has one question to answer and checklist kind of seating arrangement. In the 

questions, the participants need to explain the reason for the types of seating 

arrangements applied in the classroom. The researcher shows the question in the 

first appendix.  

 

3.5.3 Questionnaire  

To know the student’s preference, this study use questionnaire. 

Birenbaum's theory (1994) stated that the questionnaire was information about 

students’ preferences. Therefore, the questionnaire was collected the data to 

describe students’ preference for seating arrangements in the classroom. According 

to Dornyei (2003), a very important role of the instruction in the questionnaire was 

to explain how various rating scales such as if we ask the respondents to produce 

evaluations a five-point scale. Example: “I cannot focus and listen to the lecturer's 

instruction well while sitting in this seating arrangement”, besides the statement 

please give the checklist for one of four responses (strongly agree, agree, disagree 

and strongly disagree).  

Therefore, the questioner consists of 8 questions that were given the 

students and the question adapted from Mkonto (2015). In this research, to obtain 
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the students’ preference data the researcher uses closed-ended questions in the 

questionnaire guideline. In the questionnaire have each item five alternative 

answers, there are: Strongly Agree (SA), Agree (A), Disagree (D), and Strongly 

Disagree (SD). Therefore determining the value of questionnaire was to use 

“mode”. With the example “the most (50%) stated strongly agree, (of the data that 

strongly agree 50%, agrees 15%, disagrees 20% and strongly disagrees 15%). 

 

3.6 Technique of Data Analysis  

 After collecting the data, the researcher was analyzed the data based on the 

students’ questionnaire and reflection. Data analysis was being done in writing and 

answering questions that have been provided by the researcher. In analyzing the 

data, it uses steps proposed by Creswell (2014), they are: (1) collecting data, (2) 

preparing data for analysis, (3) reading through the data, (4) coding the data, (5) 

and coding the text for themes and description to be used in the research paper. 

In the questionnaire and reflection data, the researcher prepared the data for 

analysis and counts the percentage of each response. The researcher concludes the 

interpretation of the results in the form of students’ answers was being a highlight, 

collated, and analyzed through coding and categorizing it in a similar meaning. 

Therefore, in the procedure of coding data from reflections and questionnaire that 

students have sent then sorted out the answers and entered the data in Microsoft 

Excel. The need for coding is simple: “Text data are dense data, and it takes a long 

time to go through them and make sense of them” (Creswell, 2015, p. 152). Coding 

is a way of doing this, of essentially indexing or mapping data, to provide an 
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overview of disparate data that allows the researcher to make sense of them in 

relation to their research questions. Most simply, it can be a way of tagging data 

that are relevant to a particular point; you may want to, for example, identify all the 

places in an interview where someone has said something relevant to question 1, 

rather than just looking at the answer they gave chronologically. Richards and 

Richards (1994) suggest that this kind of coding (or “code-and- retrieve”) should 

be referred to instead as indexing, to prevent confusion with the more analytically 

important coding for theory and understanding. Rapley (2011) refers to “labels” 

and “labelling” instead of codes and coding. Then, the researcher sorted out the 

answers that categorized the students' answers for each item of reflection. 

Students’ answers are read and underline to clustering different response and even 

reducing categories in which related each other to another response from the 

students reading forth and back to data. In the end, the data are assembling to 

display primarily analysis display of students’ answers was in a paragraph then 

interpreted to elaborate what the findings mean. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


