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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This study is intended to explore the English Foreign language students’ 

obstacle on syntax project based learning at the English Language Education Study 

Program at IAIN Kendari. This chapter will provide crucial aspects of this research 

such as the background of the study, scope of the study, research question, the 

purpose of the study, the significance of the study, and the definition of key terms. 

1.1. Background of the study 

In the past decades research about PBL has increasingly been trailed and has 

been applied to various school subjects and leaning situation especially on teaching 

English foreign language (Tsiplakides & Fragoulis, 2009; Musa et al, 2011; 

Castañeda, 2014; Kavlu, 2017;  Essien, 2018). As well as, in the studies related to 

PBL on EFL students, it has been concluded that this approach has contributed 

positively to students academic achievements (Bass, 2011; Sadeghi; Biniaz; & 

Soleimani, 2016; Soleimani; ., Rahimi; & Sadeghi 2015; Aghayani & 

Hajmohammadi, 2019; Astawa;Artini, & Nitiasih, 2017), to their attitude toward 

English course (Duman & Yavuz, 2018), to students productive skills (Bass, 2011), 

and to improvement students’ self-efficacy (Shin, 2018).  Contrary to this, some 

researchersclaimed that there are some students’ at Bahraini School, ESL school in 

Victoria and at MA Ma’arif Udanawe in PBL feel frustration (Petersen & Nassaji, 

2016;  Aldabbus, 2018; Permadani, 2018) 

In Asia context PBL as explored by Huang (2015), the research focuses on 

language learning and motivation of EFL students. In the participant of this study, 
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there are 43 intermediate EFL learners in Taiwan. In his project, he asks students 

to make video project. The result of his study show that proficiency group have 

more effects on language learning than proficiency one and student increased their 

learning motivation  (Huang, 2015) 

In Indonesian context, PBL is not new method in teaching and learning 

English. Where, in 2013 the Indonesian government under the responsibility of The 

Ministry of Education and Culture released a new curriculum known as the 

Kurikulum 2013 and the one of the teaching method that highly recommended is 

Project- Based learning method (Khoiriyah & Setyaningrum, 2015). Some number 

researches also have finished of PBL on EFL in Indonesia context such as Astawa 

et al., (2017). In their study,they explored the implementation of PBL in basic 

English to develop students’ productive skills. The result shows that PBL is the one 

effective methods to improve student’s productive skills especially in speaking and 

writing.  Then, their study also recommends to implement of PBL in EFL context. 

Relate to the students’ obstacles on project based learning of this researc, the 

researcher find that there are some issues facing by students’ in implementation of 

PBL. Firstly, Students are slow in doing the task; in this case, the students are 

needed more time to finish the task (Harrigan, 2014). The second, students feel 

frustration (Peterson & Nasajii, 2016). It is because in group working there are some 

learners doing nothing (Permadani, 2018) or some students dominated doing the 

project and did not allow their group to take role (Aldabbus, 2018). 
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Dealing with EFL students’ obstacles in PBL, it is important as a teacher to 

understand it since the teacher needs to help students’ mastery in solving  their 

problem. There are four point why understand the students obstacle are important. 

Firstly, teacher can help the success of learning students.  Vermut, (2014)  said that 

teacher outcomes in terms of improved skill in a field of classroom management 

influenced students learning environment and students learning outcomes because 

of changed student learning. 

The second is to help students to improve their learning achievement. It is 

provide with many research in classroom has demonstrated that teachers do make 

a tangible difference in students achievements (Vescio et al, 2008; Ronfeldt et al. 

2015). The next is to help the teacher to identify the potential and talent each 

students. It is related with research by Kubat, (2017) found that each students have 

differences in characteristic, interest, learning style, ability intelligence and 

perception. In addition (Siebrer-Nagler, 2016) add to be effective, teachers also 

must have an understanding of their student’s interests and style of learning.  The 

last, it as a reflection to the teacher’ use the same project or not in the future. 

Likewise, PBL was implemented in several courses in English Department 

at IAIN Kendari. One of  the courses that implemented PBL is Syntax course. The 

reason the researcher chooses Syntax class because in this class, all of assignments 

that given by the lecture is used this method starting by form the first until the final 

task. Hence, it can be confirmed that the students have many experience with this 

method. In addition, based on interview with the lecture who implemented PBL 

Syntax in classroom she explains that there are some students’late to submit the 
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projects. It means that students’ indicates that they have some obstacles in finising 

the project. Related with statement by Ali and Rafi, (2016), said that the one of  

students obstacle characteristics is showing unusual activities  such as organize 

work poorly, work slowly, and frequently confuse direction or rush through work 

carelessly. 

Therefore, the limited research that explore about the students difficulties in 

PBL  (Tally, 2015) and the existence these problems above made the researcher 

wants to find out more the of EFL students obstacle face on Syntax  challenge 

project at IAIN KendarI. 

1.2. Scope of the Study 

This present study focus on EFL students’ difficulties faces on Syntax 

challenge project at the fifth semester of English Education Department of IAIN 

Kendari. 

1.3. Research Question 

Based on the background of the study, this research going to investigate; What 

were the EFL students’ difficulties are face on Syntax challenge project at Syntax 

class include A and B classes at fifth semester students in English education 

department? 

1.4. Purpose of the Study 

Based on the research question the researcher formulates the purpose of this 

research is to find out the the EFL students’ difficulties face on Syntax  challenge 

project at Syntax class at English education department of IAIN Kendari. 

1.5. Significance of the Study 
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 The results of the study are expected in theoretical and practical benefits. 

First for theoretically is the results of this research hopefullt can be used as 

verivication of the previous theorie about the students difficult in PBL. Then, for 

the partically, hopefully of all this study will helpful for students’ for always 

awareness of the factors that influenced their obstacle was hopefully the students 

will study hard to improve their skill in English especially in syntax. 

 Furthermore, hopefullythis research would help the lectures to guide their 

students in do the project because the lectures knows what the obstacle faced by the 

students. Then the lecture could handle their students’ easily and achieve the goals 

of learning effectively. It was also hoped that the result about students’ obstacle 

provide English lecture with some guideline for material evaluation and selection, 

also to think ways overcoming the challenges using PBL. In addition, as the 

references for the other researchers who are interest in investigating the students’ 

obstacle on PBL. 

Next,  hopefully this research would become guideline for other researchers who 

want to conduct the further research about the students’ obstacle on PBL. 

1.6. Definition of Key Terms 

 For the purpose of this study, the terms to be defined are listed as the 

following: 

Difficulty; Hornby (1995) defines that difficulty the trouble command it make 

someone feels in troubled and confused. In this research    the researcher analyze 

the students’ difficulties face on PBL especially on Syntax challenge project. 
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 Project based learning:project based learning is the task given the lecture 

for the EFL studentsat IAIN Kendari in form project through work individually or 

collaboratively by exploring and solving problems in the real world. In Syntax 

challenge there are three kinds of project that given by the the lecture. Firstly, story 

WhatsAPP (WA) and weekly writing journal, in the project story WhatsaApp each 

students must make story in their WA for three times a week. After that they must 

screenshot their story. Meanwhile, for weekly journal, in this project the students’ 

must write the diary for one times in one week in seven times. The second is, Syntax 

error, in this project they attempt to find the sentence especially in the public places, 

such as café, office, etc then they notice the mistake such as spelling, pronounce 

word order, translation, or punctuation, etc. The third, they must make writing and 

must upload in their social media such as Instagram, WhastAPP, and facebook. This 

status also can base their writing journal. Then their feedback such as how much 

they get like, share and comments will be presented. All of this project called 

Syintax Challange Project” 

 

 

 

 


