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CHAPTER III 

METHODOLOGY 

This chapter presents the research paradigm and approach utilized in the 

conduct of this study by discussing the methodology and the context in which the 

study took place. This chapter begins with a discussion of research design, 

elaboration of the teacher education setting as well as the teaching field setting, 

justification for the participants' selection, restatement of the research questions, 

and discussion of data collection methods, and elaboration of data analysis relative 

to the instruments used. This chapter ends with trustworthiness issue. 

3.1 Research Design 

This study uses the qualitative descriptive method. This study uses this 

method since the researcher wanted to explore certainin formation about a 

phenomenon or possible causes about EFL students’ obstacle on syntax PBLbased 

on the facts in the field in descriptive way. 

3.2 Seting and Context 

This study was conducted in syntax class at fifth semesters include A and B 

classes in English Education Department, IAIN Kendari. The reason for choosing 

this setting based on pre-research by the researcher, the researcher found that the 

lecturer who teaches them especially Syntax was applied method of PBL in their 

classroom. In Syntax class there some project that given by the lecture. In Syntax 

challenge project there are some activities or task that given by lecture for to the 

students’ in outside classroom.  There are three projects that given by the lecture 

namely; Story WhatsApp and weekly journal, Find the sentence in public places, 
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and upload writing in some social media such as Instagram,Bloger,WhatsApp, and 

Facebook 

 The first is Story WhatsApp and weekly journal, in the story Whastappproject 

the students needed to make the story for three times a week. The students’ can 

write anything in their story.  Furthermore, this story should be 20 times as the 

requirements to attend MID semester. Meanwhile in Weekly Journal, the students’ 

needed writing dairy, the students can write anything. The students’ also can write 

in personal blog, book diary or in Microsoft word. These activities do in one times 

a week, and the dairy should be seven diaries. This project also does in each 

students.In addition, this project must do in individual 

 The second is Syntax Errors, this project is the task given the lecture for the 

students in the form small groups for investigation over a period time to finish the 

task by their experience. These activities do in outside the classroom especially in 

the public places, such as café, office, etc. Where they attempt to find the sentence 

then they notice the mistake such as spelling, pronounce word order, translation, or 

punctuation, etc. and develop their task and then result of their work will be 

submitted to the lecture in form of document. 

 The third is upload status in some social medias, this project is related with 

project weekly journal. The students, must make status in their social media or they 

can write status from their writing weekly journal in social media such as, 

Instagram, Facebook, etc. This project is attempt to see how much students’ status 

get like, comment and share. The students also can share the link of their source of 
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blog and ask the people to give comment.  Then the result of their comment will be 

presentation. 

 Based on description above it confirmed that the students’ was having 

experienced in project based learning. These experiences will be an important 

context for collecting the data about the students' difficulties face on project based 

learning especially in Syntax challenge project. In addition, based on the result of 

interview with the lecture Syntax class on 10 January 2020 and  10 February2020, 

the researcher  found that there are some students that indicates have difficulties in 

doing Syntax challenge project where found some students who late submit the task 

and  the students  have got low achiever. 

3.3 Participant 

 Participants of this study consisted of 15 students’ at fifth semesters that 

involved in a Syntax challenge project, included A and B classes. In determining 

the participants the researcher was recommended by the lecturer who teaches them 

with Purposive sampling technique. A purposive sample is a non-probability 

sample that was selected based on characteristics of a population and the objective 

of the study (Tongco, 2007). The purposive sampling was used to know utilized in 

this present study because it was not all of participants in fifth semester have criteria 

that fit the phenomenon with this study. Therefore, the researcher chooses the 

purposive sampling technique that sets certain that must be met by the participants 

used this study. In this study, the participants were the students who meet the 

criteria. The criteria that used this study were firstly students’ active in learning 

Syntax and the students’ has to be involved in Syntax challenge project. Secondly, 
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students’ late to submit the task Syntax challenge project and  thirdly,  students who 

got low score. 

3.4 Data collection 

 The students root reflection one time after conducting Syntax class and after 

the students got score from their project. The students’ reflection was share online 

via the google form. Then, the researcher have sent email that included a link to the 

reflection to accessed it and the researcher review of the purpose of the study for 

each participant on 30 March 2020. In answer the reflection the students were asked 

used Indonesia not English  this purpose to make the flow of their thoughts not be 

blocked by the language difficulty  (Nurfaidah, Lengkanawati, & Sukyadi, 2017) 

as Borg (2006) notes journal writing it self requires a lot of energy and effort, i.e. 

linguistic, cognitive, and socio-cultural demands. Moreover, the researcher was 

give one week to the participants to answer the reflection and submit it. These 

because journal writing could be time consuming for the student (Walker, 2014). 

So, one way to show that this writing is valued is to allot some  time for the students 

to write. 

3.5 Instrumentation 

This study was conducted by using one instrument to collect the data namely; 

reflection 

3.5.1 Journal reflection 

This study utilize reflection to mainly served as feedback  for students to 

review what they had learned and know about what the students difficulties on 
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Syntax challenge project. The design of the reflection is adapted from (Aksela & 

Hatainen, 2019; Harris, 2014; Harrigan, 2014, Baysura et al, 2016) since it is related 

with the research focus to know the students difficulties on syntax challenge project. 

The reflection kinds is open-ended question, to encouraging them to remember the 

experience outlived in practice and describe it in detail as much as possible, 

distinguishing specific events and describing their performed actions, looking back 

to their activities and reflecting themselves in various aspect. 

In this study the reflection encompassed the analysis of a wider context of 

experience and action, meaning and sense, and as also used as a research strategy 

for collecting the data. Based on Moon, reflective writing can be undertaken for 

some of reasons namely: the development of the theory and adjustment in practical 

studies, preparation of action plan, solution of obscurities and search for 

alternatives, evaluation of personal progress, etc. 

The items of the reflection there are eight questions and can see (appendix). 

The focus of the reflection about what were the students experience that were 

meaningful to them in Syntax challenge project by noting what happened in the, 

what they felt, and what they thought. 

3.6 Data analysis 

In students’ reflection inductive content analysis method was used to analyze 

data. Such analysis includes using open coding (labeling the chunks of data based 

on summarizing the meaning of the text), creating categories (grouping the labels 

based on their similarities and differences), and using abstraction (generalizing 

themes based on the categories created) and make the conclusion (Elo & Kyngäs, 
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2008). Students reflection would read the data, highlighted the segments of data 

which were relevant to the research question,  then the second, the researcher would 

put these highlighted data in Microsoft excel, summarized the meanings of these 

data, and used a set codes to label these data and reduce the volume of data. Next, 

the researcher also grouped the data segments with similar codes and categorized 

them. Based on the categories create, the researcher generalized the themes. Then, 

the finally the researcher will make the conclusion in from the written paragraph. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


