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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter contains the basic aspect of this recent study such as background 

of the study, scope of the study, research question, purpose of the study, significance 

of the study and definition of key terms. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Seating arrangement has become a focus of continued research (Adedokun, 

Burgess, Henke, & Parker, 2017), especially the impact on learners’ behavior that has 

become an interesting area over the last decades (Adedokun et al., 2017; Lotfy, 2012; 

Simmons et al., 2015; van den Berg & Stoltz, 2018). It plays an important role in 

classroom since it becomes the main medium that can influence teaching and learning 

process in the classroom (Çinar, 2010; Gremmen et al., 2016; Nurdiana, 2018; 

Sawgat, 2013; Simmons et al., 2015; Xi et al., 2017). It is because teacher and 

students spend a large amount of time in the classroom, so that the condition of the 

classroom, include the arrangement of students seat impact students achievement and 

success (Fernandes et al., 2011; Obeidat & Al-Share, 2012). 

Simmons et al. (2015) expound that seating arrangement can influence the 

classroom environment to be more positive, both for teacher and students, so that 

teacher can teach effectively and students’ performance can be enhanced. It might 
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happen because seating arrangement creates various dynamics within the classroom 

and the actual seating arrangement layout can influence students control within the 

classroom (Fernandes et al., 2011). Further, Gremmen et al. (2016) argued that 

seating arrangement can stimulate the students to get involved actively in a lesson. 

A considerable amount of literature has been published on seating 

arrangement. In Indonesia, study focuses on seating arrangement had been done in 

Mataram by Nurdiana (2018) that focuses on the effectiveness of seating arrangement 

toward students’ outcomes. This study examines the effectiveness of three types of 

seating arrangement, i.e. U shape, cluster and chevron, by comparing them. She 

revealed that the three seatings can improve the students’ outcomes. In other words, 

those seating arrangements are effective toward students’ outcomes. Another study 

was also conducted in Pare, Kediri by Umur (2015). His study focuses on classroom 

seating arrangement in speaking course. This study aimed to see the kinds of seating 

arrangements that are applied in speaking class and to know how those seating 

arrangements influence the classroom interaction. Umur (2015) found that seating 

arrangement applied in that class are rows, U shape, circle and separate table. 

Meanwhile, each seating arrangement gives different impact on classroom 

interaction. 

Those researches have investigated the impact of seating arrangement, both 

the impact on students’ outcomes and classroom interaction. However, there has been 

limited study investigating on seating arrangement (Xi et al., 2017), especially the 
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teacher’s consideration in making seating arrangements (Gremmen et al., 2016). In 

fact, at the beginning of semester, teachers face a question of how and where to seat 

their students (Gremmen et al., 2016). Moreover, based on the researcher’s 

experience that when students come to the class, they choose their own seat by 

themselves and most of them choose to sit at the back row. So, some chairs in the 

first row or at the front of row are empty. In fact, where the students choose to sit 

within a classroom reflect their motivation, engagement, and willingness to learn, so 

that seating location relate to academic achievement and classroom participation 

(Wannarka & Ruhl, 2008). Therefore, teacher should arrange students’ seating to 

make learning and teaching process effective. However, Gremmen et al. (2016) 

argued that teacher’s knowledge about managing seating arrangement is lacking. 

With this motivation, the study about teacher’s belief on seating arrangement 

in EFL classroom needs to be done because teacher’s belief can influence classroom 

interaction pattern, students’ behaviour and achievements (Kuzborska, 2011). It is 

hoped that a well-devised seating arrangement plan could influence academic in 

positive way (Wilburn et al., 2019) because inability to access desirable and 

interactive seating arrangement has potential to negatively affect students’ learning 

(Fernandes et al., 2011). Moreover, in managing students’ relationship, teacher needs 

to use particular strategies (Gremmen et al., 2016) and more knowledge about how to 

place students in the classroom is needed. Therefore, this study focuses on EFL 
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teacher’s belief on deciding students’ seating in EFL classroom. This study is 

expected to be of use as a reference for teachers in teaching in EFL classroom. 

 

1.2 Scope of the Study 

This study only focuses on EFL teacher’s belief on seating arrangement in 

EFL classroom at English Education Department in IAIN Kendari. This study only 

involves one lecturer of English Education Department.  

 

1.3 Research Question 

Based on the background of the study above, this study will answer one 

question, namely “what are the EFL teacher’s beliefs on deciding a certain seating 

arrangement?” 

 

1.4 Purpose of the Study 

The purpose of this study is to explore the EFL teacher’s belief on deciding a 

certain seating arrangement that applied in EFL classroom. 

 

1.5 Significance of the Study 

This study is expected to have a benefit both in theoretically and practically. 

Theoretically, this study can enrich the literature in Indonesia, especially in IAIN 

Kendari. Practically, this study can useful for teachers and other researchers. As for 
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teachers, this study is expected to be of use as a reference for the teachers in 

managing the classroom in terms of deciding appropriate seating arrangement that 

suitable with the learning goal. Thus, this study can help the teacher to improve their 

teaching ability in managing EFL classroom. By managing all the things in the 

classroom, include seating arrangement, the teaching and learning process can run 

effectively. As for the other researchers, this study is expected to be of use as a 

reference for the other researchers who want to conduct a study about seating 

arrangement, especially that focus on teacher’s belief. 

 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 

For the purpose of this study, the terms to be defined are listed as the 

following. 

Teacher’s belief: Teacher’s belief refers to a teacher’s mindset that he thinks 

true. It becomes the way he manage the class, including managing the students’ 

seating arrangement. In managing the seating arrangement in the classroom, it will be 

influenced by the teacher’ belief which teacher thinks appropriate with the learning 

goal. Thus, teacher’s belief in this study can also be defined as the teacher’s way of 

thinking on how to decide appropriate seating arrangement for the students based on 

some considerations. 

Seating arrangement: Seating arrangement is an organization of classroom in 

terms of students’ desks. In another word, seating arrangement is the formation of 
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desks and chairs within the classroom. It is formed in traditional seating, group 

seating, pair seating, U shape or the other forms to get students’ active involvement in 

the classroom so that learning goal can be achieved. The arrangement of seating that 

teacher makes has to be obeyed by the students in order to create effective learning 

atmosphere, whether students choose where to sit or where they are assigned to sit by 

the teacher.  

EFL classroom: EFL classroom is a class that consists of students who learn 

English as foreign language in non English-speaking country. 

 


