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CHAPTER III 

METHODOLOGY 

 

This chapter consists of research design, setting and context, participants, 

instrument of the study, technique of data collection and technique of data analysis. 

 

3.1 Research Design 

In order to examine the teacher’s belief on seating arrangement in EFL 

classroom, this recent study utilizes qualitative research (Creswell, 2003) which 

explained the EFL teacher on deciding a certain seating arrangement in EFL 

classroom. This study uses qualitative method because it investigates a natural 

phenomenon in teaching about how teacher organizes the seating in EFL classroom 

that can be found through interview. This qualitative study was conducted in the form 

of a case study. The use of case study methodology was chosen because it best 

facilitates the detail construction to explore in depth one individual or understanding 

of what is to be studied (Creswell, 2003).  

 

3.2 Setting and Context 

This present study was conducted at IAIN Kendari. The participant of this 

study is a lecturer who teaches in English Education Department. The lecturer usually 

uses several activities in teaching which require him to form different seating 
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arrangement for each activity. In addition, the lecturer sometimes stated the important 

of arranging seating arrangement when he asked his students to arrange a certain 

seating arrangement before he started the lesson. It showed that the lecturer who 

became the participant of this study consider that seating arrangement is important to 

be considered in the classroom. Further, some of lecturers in English Education 

Department rarely change their seating arrangement in their classroom. 

 

3.3 Participant 

Based on the focus of this study, the participant only involves a teacher. The 

teacher is a lecturer at English Education Department in IAIN Kendari. The lecturer 

is a male EFL teacher who taught in English Education Department. The lecturer 

often applies different seating arrangement every meeting in his classroom. Even, the 

lecturer uses several types of seating arrangement in one meeting. The lecturer is 

knowledgeable about seating arrangement in terms of how to make or decide a good 

seating arrangement to achieve his learning goal.  

 

3.4 Instrumentation 

This study utilizes semi-structure interview as instrument to collect the data 

that can answer the research questions. This study utilizes interview to explore the 

teacher’s belief. The guideline of the interview is adapted from Gremmen et al. 

(2016). Gremmen et al.’s (2016) study explored teachers’ considerations in choosing 
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classroom seating arrangement, thus, this study is closely related to this present study. 

The items of interview guideline in Gremmen et al.’s study are suitable with this 

present study which can help the researcher to explore the teacher’s belief. However, 

this present study only uses four of five questions that Gremmen and her colleagues 

provide in their study. These four questions that related to this present study 

attempted to explore the teacher’s reason in making classroom seating arrangement so 

that the teacher’s belief could be examined. 

 

3.5 Technique of Data Collection 

To know the lecturer’s belief on the seating arrangement he applied in his 

classroom, the researcher collected the data through interview. As the procedure, first, 

the researcher asked for the lecturer’s time for a scheduled interview. After agreeing 

on the right time, the interview was done by following the guidelines of interview 

provided by the researcher beforehand. Before the interview, the researcher asked the 

lecturer’s permission to record the interview in order to retain the data and help the 

process of data transcription easier. 

 

3.6 Technique of Data Analysis  

To analyze the data of interview, the recording of interview that had been 

taken was transcribed (Creswell et al., 2007). Lecturer’s answer in the transcript that 

really answer the question or which are needed by the researcher will be coded by 
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highlight the words or the sentences to make it easier to analyze (Creswell et al., 

2007). The data that had been coded will be categorized based on the teacher belief 

on teaching, in terms of the teacher concept about deciding a certain seating 

arrangement as the item of the interview. The categorizing is intended to more focus 

on a few key issues (Creswell et al., 2007). 

 


