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Appendix 1: Interview Guideline (Adapted from Gremmen, et al., 2016) 

1. What is your current seating arrangement that you apply in your class? Why did 

you choose this type of arrangement?  

• If it is an arrangement in groups: Have you ever thought about an 

arrangement with students sitting in rows/ other seating arrangement?  

Answer no: Why?  

Answer yes: Why?  

•  If it is an arrangement in rows: Have you ever thought about an 

arrangement with students sitting in groups/ other seating 

arrangement?  

Answer no: Why?  

Answer yes: Why? 

•  If it is another type of arrangement: Have you ever thought about an 

arrangement with students sitting in groups or rows/ other seating 

arrangement?  

Answer no: Why?  

Answer yes: Why? 

2. What type of seating arrangement do you prefer? Why?  

3. Do you see some students sitting in a certain position? 

• If yes: What their specific reason to sit in certain position?  

4. What do you take into account while making a seating arrangement?  
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Appendix 2: Transcript of Interview  

Information: 

R: Researcher 

T: Teacher 

R: What is your current seating arrangement that you apply in your class? 

T: That so many. Pair work, group work, yang duduk biasa. 

R: Duduk biasa, it’s like traditional? 

T: Yeah. Because we need to explain something, they need to listen, could be include 

ask them to do something, we put them in the group. It depends. We ask them to 

practice, then they would talk in a larger group, and ask them to talk about their 

activity, we can ask them to do that in pair. 

R: So, there are group seating and pair seating, right? 

T: Yeah. 

R: So, Why did you choose those types of arrangements? 

T: Because we gonna attend, we gonna reach the objectives of the lesson. If you ask 

the student to practice speaking to raise, if they very shy or they don’t know we 

can ask them to do that in pair work. If you wanna build their confident we can ask 

them to speak in a larger group, like group work. But, If we want them to listen to 

the information, we put them in traditional seating classroom. It depends because it 

has purpose. 

R: Do you use horseshoe seating arrangement, I mean U-shape seating arrangement? 

Do you use it? 

T: Yeah, I use it. 

R: Why do choose U-shape seating arrangement in your class? 
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T: Because we want the students to get the idea of the lesson very quickly. They can 

see each other, I can help the students very quickly, I can manage, I can have 

interaction with them.  

R: So, those types of arrangement have different purpose in your class, right? 

T: Yeah. As I told you earlier that the arrangement of seating will help us to get the 

aims of the class. 

R: Well, in Scrivener’s point of view, there are many types of seating arrangement, 

such as enemy corner, face to face, opposing team. So, have you ever thought to 

use those types of arrangement in your class? 

T: Yeah. I mean, I do it in the class sometimes, there are multiple seating 

arrangements, so if I am explaining about the topic and I need everybody to, 

especially at the beginning of the class sometimes we do it like face to face, like I 

say to them and they say to me. After that I ask them to organize the U-shape 

design when it come to the half of the matter of the class. And then during the U-

shape design, sometimes I ask them to talk with their pair. 

R: Oh yeah. But, how about enemy corner, have you ever used it in your class? 

T: Enemy corner, I think I might have used that. 

R: But why you do not use enemy corner in your class right now? 

T: The problem is because the conditional of the class. Especially like the design of 

the class and also the level of the students’ understanding. Sometimes they’re very 

awkward and so we need more, and also the typical problem of the class is I want 

to improve the level of understanding, the confident of the students to speak by U-

shape design, and then pair work and group work because those seating 

arrangement engage the students to actively to share their ideas and to 

communicate the idea. 

R: Than enemy corner? 

T: Yeah 

R: How about opposing team? Have you ever used that? 
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T:  Yeah, I do it sometime. I think you experience it in your debate class. We do it, I 

mean it depend, especially opposing team we use it to tamp the students if they are 

ready to do impromptu activities. But they have to study at home and so review 

thing or they can be debate. 

R: The next question is what type of seating arrangement you prefer from those types 

that have mention before? 

T: Absolutely I set them of them all. I mean I prefer, the first, the traditional one 

because it is good to explain material, but I do not really use it for the whole class 

for the whole time. I mostly use it for maybe five minutes. And then, after that, I 

move on to U-shape design. U-shape design helps me to control the students easier 

and help the students sometimes. U-shape design is very easy for me to do that. 

And in one class I also use pair work because I want to students practice with their 

pair because sometime they are very shy to talk to me, then I ask “can you talk to 

your friend?” And then I also use group work like three or four students because I 

want them to be confident to speak because if they always speak, they will be 

confident. 

R: if you have to choose one of them, which one do you choose or do you prefer, I 

mean?  

T: In one class, you need to use at least two or three seating arrangements. For 

example you need to ask them to talk to talk with their pair, and to talk to their 

friend. So maybe I will say pair and group work. But the whole is U-shape design, 

like they sit in U-shape design, but they talk to their pair and group work.     

R: Well, Do you see some students seating in a certain position? I mean when you 

come to the class, do you see some students seating in a certain position? 

T: Pardon? 

R: When you come to the class and teach, do you see some students sit in a certain 

position? 

T: What do you mean by certain position? 

R: I mean, maybe some students will sit in the corner and they do that in every 

meeting. I mean like that. Maybe they will sit in the back row and they never sit in 

the first row. Do you ever see the students like that? 
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T: Yeah. Some of the students have that. But I always take it “can you guys move, 

can you guys move forward”. Sometimes I ask them to sit with their other friends. 

R: So, when they sit in a certain position, you change their seating, right? 

T: Ehem 

R: Well, do you know what their specific reason when they sit in a certain position? 

T: We don’t really know. We can’t force people because they have their own 

preference. But, maybe because they’re shy, maybe because they don’t study, 

maybe because they don’t know. Because the reason if they know because they 

don’t study and reason why they do not study is their choice. They’re, it’s like, I 

have a choice in their life. And so, for me as a teacher because I know they’re  not 

motivated, so sometimes I ask the high achiever students to speak with them or 

sometimes I ask the clever students to sit, depend, and so they still get the 

challenge. And the other one like I  don’t really wanna force them the personal and 

so I can go behind and then I can see what they are doing so that wherever they sit, 

I think it will be okay as long as the teacher consult what they doing and then we 

provide them enough feedback and it will be good. 

R: So, the last question is what do you take into account while making a seating 

arrangement?  

T: As I told you earlier that any seating arrangement will closely relate with the 

objective of our lecture. Firstly, if we begin the class, mostly the students are not 

ready, so we just give like traditional classroom, like we talk to get their attention. 

After we get the students’ attention, we want them to do an easy task, so it comes 

to a very specific, objective and then I assign them to get in a U-shape design 

because I wanna help them, I wanna check their assignment, I want myself to be 

very easy to get to them by U-shape design. When it comes to practice, like I want 

them to be able to practice, I ask them to talk with their pair, if they are very shy. 

And then, after that, I ask them to talk in a larger group. So, sometimes I fill it in a 

U-shape design but they talk at whole class because in a U-shape design they can 

see each other. 

R: Ok Sir, that’s all for the interview. Thank you very much Sir for your time and 

your answer for this interview and also your participation in my research. 
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T: Okay 

R: Assalamu’alaikum 

T: Wa’alaikumsalam 
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