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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This study is intended to investigate the use of the EFL Students 

Perception in Extensive Reading. This chapter depicts the background of the 

study, the scope of the study, the research question, the purpose of the study, the 

significance of the study, and the definition of the key terms. 

1.1 Background of the Study  
 

Nowadays, in the global education system, Extensive Reading (ER) has 

become an alternative for learning to read. Extensive reading as a language 

teaching-learning procedure, namely reading large amounts of material or long 

texts; for global or general understanding; intending to get pleasure from the text, 

and over the last few decades, various studies (Green, 2005 ;Hafiz & Tudor, 1989 

; Robb & Susser, 1989 ; Day, 2002 ;Nakanishi, 2015)have provided positive 

evidence that students, even disadvantaged students, improve reading 

comprehension and overall language proficiency in seconds through the Extensive 

Reading (ER) Program the development of foreign language students can 

improve. This year, extensive reading lessons focused on student perceptions and 

the role of written input through extensive reading and represented theoretical 

opinions about the effectiveness of extensive reading in class, strengths and 

weaknesses, and challenges to student outcomes. 

In an international context, this study focuses on students' perceptions of 

extensive reading (Morgado, 2009). Day et al(1998)stated that "Students improve 

their reading skills in the target language, and develop positive attitudes, increase 
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reading motivation, and benefit in various aspects of the target language, 

including vocabulary and writing" (p. 33). 

Within the scope of Indonesia, this research focuses on analyzing the 

application of extensive reading and student interactions in learning extensive 

reading online. In addition to increase students' learning motivation, and develop 

students' vocabulary. And can increase the interaction of the relationship between 

teachers and students in the classroom (Rahmany, Zarei, & Gilak 2013).In 

addition, in the context of the Indonesian language, the teacher uses the 2013 

curriculum. This is part of the scientific approach. With regard to extensive 

reading, Ouahiani (2015) states that extensive reading can indeed be blended into 

any EFL curriculum, regardless of curriculum methodology or approach. 

However, Extensive Reading has become an alternative technique for 

teaching reading. Extensive reading (ER) is one approach that meets these 

principles because of its nature which encourages independence and freedom of 

learning in choosing as much reading material as possible, which is under their 

respective interests and abilities ( Day et Al, 1998).Furthermore,  Day (2002) 

defines that, ER as reading in quantity and to gain a general understanding of what 

is read. It is intended to develop good reading habits, to build up knowledge of 

vocabulary and structure, and to encourage a liking for reading (Day, 2002). 

Therefore, this study aims to find out what students' perceptions of the application 

of extensive reading in the classroom (Dohuy & Hull, 2006) 

Besides, Renandya (2007)says that specifically observes the application of 

adult Extensive Reading (ER). As the result, this program has a positive effect on 
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the increase related to the time factor. Next, (Raihani Ferdila, 2014)reviews two 

studies conducted to examine the effect of extensive reading (ER) on the 

acquisition of a second language. Both studies, conducted in 1986 and 1995, 

showed results with the same quality of learning: an improvement and acquisition 

of English through the ER program were carried out in the short term (4 months). 

This shows that the extensive reading (ER) program can be applied to early 

adolescent or adult learning and can be held in the medium to long term (Kirin, 

2010). 

Several research results have shown that the Extensive Reading Program has 

improved students' reading comprehension achievement in four aspects, such as 

main idea (5.17 increased), specific information (1.52 increased), reference (0.98 

increased), and inference (5. ,27 increases). One researcher who has proven this is 

a study conducted by Alzu'bi (2014) which concluded that extensive reading 

increases students' vocabulary, develops good reading habits and enables students 

to increase their knowledge of vocabulary and grammar. 

Problems faced by students, the teacher tries to help solve problems faced by 

students while in the extensive reading class. Furthermore, Nunan (2003)states 

that reading is an important skill to master for the success of the extensive reading 

class and that success in other classes requires reading ability. Also, the weakness 

of students in understanding reading is caused by the lack of student vocabulary 

(Ciobanu, 2005). Therefore, the English teacher or lecturer must be more creative 

in carrying out the teaching-learning process to attract student learning interest.  
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To overcome this problem, teachers or lecturers are encouraged to use certain 

techniques in carrying out the teaching and learning process as an alternative way 

to help students understand reading and as is the case with many SLA studies, it is 

difficult to assess the effectiveness of ER. The researchers conclude that ER is the 

most effective way to be widely applied because in this effective way the teacher 

or lecturer can hold students accountable for their work, and optimize class time 

for more effective learning. (Robb & Kano, 2013). 

Related to the discussion above, the method of extensive reading program is 

very important to be implemented in learning foreign languages in the classroom. 

Besides that, the used method extensive reading program gives students the 

reading material or lets students read something that they like so that it will be 

easier for them to learn to increase vocabulary and can increase students' interest 

in learning so that students will get the motivation to learn through extensive 

reading. In research Usher (2012) says that extensive reading (ER) courses really 

help him to improve his reading speed. 

Numerous studies have shown that extensive reading is beneficial in language 

teaching, including in English as foreign language (EFL) context (Iwahori, 2008). 

However, studies related to the use of extensive reading especially in Indonesian 

schools level are still limited since reading instructions in various levels of 

Indonesian school dominantly adjust to intensive reading Cahyono and Widiawati 

(2006). With the intention of filling the gap in the study about extensive reading, 

the present study intends to find out benefits of using extensive reading in 

teaching reading. Then, Wilkinson (2012) discusses some of the benefits of 
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extensive reading that are to build vocabulary and structural awareness, enhance 

background knowledge, develop automaticity, improve comprehension skills, and 

promote confidence and motivation. 

Afterward  with Extensive Reading, students can read with enjoyment and not 

there to be an emphasis on the material provided, besides that it can help find and 

understand new words to improve students’ language.This study is expected to 

provide practical information to supervisory colleges to prepare and equip 

prospective EFL researchers on what they will prepare to conduct future research 

and to avoid similar pitfalls. 

1.2 Scope of the Study 
 

In this study, the lecturer used the extensive reading method in the 

implementation of EFL learning in the classroom. This study only focuses on 

students' perceptions of the application of extensive reading in EFL learning and 

then on extensive reading in class. 

1.3 Research Questions 
 

Based on the above background, the researcher formulated the following: 

How do the students' perceive of learning methods using online extensive reading 

class? 

1.4 Purpose of the Study 
 

The purpose of this study was to identify students' perceptions about the 

application of extensive reading learning methods in the classroom. 
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1.5 Significance of the Study 
 

This study offers some important insights into several aspects of 

theoretical and pedagogical benefits. The findings of this study can be used as a 

reference for those who will research student perceptions in the application of the 

Extensive Reading (ER) method in foreign language learning in the classroom. 

Moreover, it can have a positive impact on all students. Then the results of this 

study can contribute to all English teachers who want to use the Extensive 

Reading (ER) method. 

First, this research is expected to help students to improve their reading skills 

about English and to broaden students 'vocabulary, increase students' reading 

motivation by applying extensive reading. And this study can provide a very 

useful and referential contribution in developing students' knowledge of foreign 

languages by using the method extensive reading (ER) as a method of learning in 

the classroom and expressing their experiences when implementation the method 

extensive reading in classroom learning through a reflection questionnaire. 

Second, this research is expected to be useful for English teachers or 

lecturers. This research can be an evaluation of how extensive reading (ER) can 

be applied well in the classroom, and enrich the teacher's method or strategy in 

teaching English education, especially in the EFL class. So they can use and 

identify the shortcomings of these techniques to improve much better techniques. 

Finally, this research will be useful for the IAIN Kendari institution to 

improve teaching qualifications and training for teachers or lecturers in the 

application of extensive reading learning in the classroom. Besides, this research 
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is expected not only from the English department that uses the extensive reading 

(ER) method in its research but also from other majors as a learning strategy, and 

it can also be used as a reference for those who want to research extensive reading 

(ER). 

1.6 Definition of Key Terms 
 

Perception is the interpretation of sensory information in providing a picture 

as well as an understanding of the environment and is a result of physical 

education. Perception in this study refers to students' understanding of how 

students perceive the implementation in online learning Extensive Reading (ER) 

method in learning English in class. 

The perception conducted by this study aims to find out how students’’ 

perceptions in learning extensive reading, after learning about extensive reading 

and the results of these students' perceptions can be used as an evaluation material 

for teachers or lecturers. Given that perceptions of the learning process are an 

important concern that affects students 'attitudes, it is important to know students' 

perceptions. Perception is a study of the world which means studying the 

perceptions and ideas that we create and the world is primarily the world of 

perceptions, images, or ideas. Researchers will investigate student perceptions by 

analyzing online learning using extensive reading. In terms of language teaching 

and learning, the classroom environment is usually measured from the student or 

teacher's point of view (Dewi, Andyani & Piscayanti, 2019). The perception in 

this study refers to how students of the Department of English Education 
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especially the second semesters of class B in the academic year 2021 at IAIN 

Kendari perceive the implementation on extensive reading in the online classes. 

Extensive reading (ER) is a language teaching procedure where learners are 

supposed to read large  quantities  of  material  or  long  texts  for  global  

understanding,  the  principal  goal being  obtaining  pleasure  from  the  text  

(Bamford & Day, 2004) InVojtková & Kredátusová (2007). Also, extensive 

Reading is a system of teaching/learning English in the amount of reading a lot of 

material or long texts for general global understanding, and also an emphasis on 

material that the reader finds interesting with the aim of gaining the development 

of student knowledge about extensive reading learning in the classroom. 

Meanwhile, extensive reading is referred to as a language teaching/learning 

procedure which is classified into several parts (a) reading a large amount of 

material or it can also be called a long text; (b) increasing students' understanding 

of general global insights; (c) with a view to getting fun from the text and 

increasing students' vocabulary. Furthermore, (d) reading is individual, with 

students choosing their own books to read. Meanwhile, extensive reading has 

been the most emphasized skill in traditional FL teaching, and even today is a 

mainstay of EFL teaching in many countries. In Japan, for example, teaching 

English at the university level is usually an "intensive reading procedure," 

meaning the close study of short passages, including syntactic, semantic, and 

lexical analysis and translation into Ll to study the meaning. Moreover, Extensive 

Reading is a great way to provide understandable feedback to EFL students so that 
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they not only learn important subject content but also that they make progress in 

their English learning. 

Extensive reading is still rarely used for the learning process in classrooms 

and schools as well as to assess the progress of students who are the majority of 

lecturers in the English teacher education department use this method in their 

classrooms. The technique in this study uses the extensive reading method in 

learning English. Students can easily increase motivation in reading and students 

will not feel bored, besides that, it can increase students' vocabulary, and improve 

their writing with this method also helps students to have discussions, and get 

easy material from a lecturer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


