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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter contains the basic aspect of this recent study such as 

background of the study, scope of the study, research questions, purposes of the 

study, significance of the study and definition of key terms. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Pre reading strategy is an activity that has been implemented in several 

countries and has been carried out by  Heller & Greenleaf,(2007), (Biancarosa & 

Snow, 2006) states that there are three main phases in the reading process, 

namely: pre-reading, while-reading and post-reading. Pre-reading is the initial 

phase of reading. (Snow, 2002). Stated that the preceiver, the target being 

perceived, and the context of the situation in which the perception is made are 

some of factors that may influence someone’s perception. And Indonesia contex 

this research has been did in Indonesia.  

Lia Maroetnawati (2013) pre-reading strategy help student to reading 

comprehension, from the results of the research conducted, it was successful in 

helping students to improve their reading comprehension skills. However, this 

study did not include students' perceptions, so this research was continued to 

find out what students' perceptions were like in the pre-reading strategy. who 

conducted this research at Darrusalam Ciputat High School. In addition, this 

research has also been conducted at SMA N 2 Singingi, and while in the city of 
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Kendari this pre-reading research strategy is still rarely done so the writer will  

connection of this research in one of senior hight school in konawe selatan. 

Connecting of this research is because there are still many students who 

have problems in reading comprehension, in this problem the writer gets several 

issues that have been found in one of senior hight school in konawe selatan. First 

many students do not have much experience reading expository text, second 

teachers do not usually teach students strategies needed for understanding 

exposition text, and the last Student may not have sufficient background 

knowledge of the topic of the selection or of the structure of the text, this is all 

the problems encountered from the writer when conducting PPL 2. 

From this observation, the problem connects with the student’s lack of 

vocabulary. To changing learning method, the writer will use pre-reading 

activity because this activity has three benefits: Can engage students in activity 

before reading. The purpose of this stage is to focus students on several 

Linguistic features in reading, text structure, and also direct students' 

understanding of ideas or problems from the given reading text; It will stimulate 

them in reading. The goal of this stage is that students are expected to be able to 

achieve learning outcomes optimal and can solve problems in reading. And this 

also aims to activate students' initial knowledge; will increase students’ attention 

reading. To be able to improve it in this case students will be given a reading 

adjusted to ability read students so students will easier to understand the 

discussion of each given reading. 
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1.2 Scope of the Study 

This study focuses on The Implementation of Pre-reading strategy in 

Reading skills in XI MIA I at one of senior hight school in konawe selatan. 

 

1.3 Reasearch Question  

How student perception towords pre-reading strategy 

 

1.4 Purpose of the Study 

The purpose of this study was to find which pre-reading strategy would 

improve student’s comprehension. Given that literacy is a social practice and 

learning occurs when teachers activate their students’ prior knowledge before 

reading, it has been found that students will benefit from the book feature walk 

pre-reading strategy the greatest. In these strategies, students’ prior knowledge 

and peer interaction was used the greatest. The previewing vocabulary pre-

reading strategy also is very advantageous because it provides the students with 

knowledge that they will use during reading.  

Lastly, the think aloud pre-reading strategy is the least favorable because 

students do not interact with each other and the nonexistence of their own 

questioning affects them. Teachers, with their knowledge of their students and 

the texts they can provide their students with the strategy that will allow them to 

comprehend the content the greatest.Based on the research question, this present 

study aims to describe students’ perception towords pre-reading strategy. 
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1.5 Significances of the Study 

There are two kinds benefits in this research, theoretical and practical. It 

is as follow: 

Theoretical Benefits: 

Purpose of the study: 

To know whether the Pre-reading strategy at school has been used by the 

teacher in the Reading class, To know whether the teacher is familiar with Pre-

reading strategies in improving students' ability to Reading. 

Many comprehension strategies are significant for students to learn and 

use before, during, and after reading. Before students read a book, it is 

imperative for teachers to activate their prior knowledge to help them connect 

the information to their new found knowledge. There are various methods for 

teachers to activate students’prior knowledge. Beers (2003) found that, “most 

teachers were introducing stories by telling students something about the text”. 

Though it is vital that teachers give information about the text, activating 

students’ prior knowledge to increase their comprehension is more than giving 

them a short summary. Students need to be engaged and associate the 

information to their schema. It is evident that comprehension is a reading 

process; however struggling readers tend to rely on comprehension as answering 

questions correctly after reading the text (Beers, 2003). It is important for 

teachers to enforce that pre-reading strategies will help students understand the 

information and engage them in reading. 
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 Recognize that comprehension is vital to reading. This topic will benefit 

teachers by providing the importance of activating and engaging students before 

reading. Students who are not able to connect to the topic before reading will 

have no previous knowledge and therefore be unable to comprehend the book at 

the same level as students who’s prior knowledge is activated. Without this 

research, teachers will be less likely to give students appropriate connections 

prior to reading the topic of the book and students will not comprehend the 

information to their fullest potential. 

 

Practical Benefits 

For teacher: The purpose of this study is to broaden the teacher's insight 

at one of senior hight school in konawe selatan about teaching strategies in the 

classroom, especially in the Reading class. This is also very useful for teachers 

so that they do not find it difficult to find teaching strategies in the Reading class 

so that it is easier to teach Reading to students who are still having difficult to 

understanding in reading. 

Many comprehension strategies are significant for students to learn and 

use before, during, and after reading. Before students read a book, it is 

imperative for teachers to activate their prior knowledge to help them connect 

the information to their new found knowledge. Teachers recognize that 

comprehension is vital to reading. This topic will benefit teachers by providing 

the importance of activating and engaging students before reading. Students who 

are not able to connect to the topic before reading will have no previous 
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knowledge and therefore be unable to comprehend the book at the same level as 

students who’s prior knowledge is activated. 

Pre-reading activities are activities that are used to elicit prior knowledge 

of the reading content from students. The activities are designed to give students 

the background knowledge they will need to have a better understanding of a 

text when they interact with it. Pre-reading activities in the classroom are useful 

because students can easily understand what they are reading and by activating 

their prior knowledge during the reading process. There are several roles of pre-

reading activities in the literature. 

 

For students: The benefit of this research is students can find out a 

material or information that they find while reading. And also students can 

develop understanding. So that when receiving material students do not feel 

difficulties with what they will learn. Pre-reading strategies allow students to 

think about what they already know about a given topic and predict what they 

will read or hear. Before students read any text, teachers can direct their 

attention to how a text is organized, teach unfamiliar vocabulary or other 

concepts, search for the main idea, and provide students with a purpose for 

reading. 

Reading is something most people do every day, more or less 

deliberately. It is a prerequisite for acquiring knowledge and information from 

written texts, and being a competent reader is of utmost importance no matter 

what profession or education you are part of (Roe, 2006). Moreover, reading is 

https://www.thoughtco.com/vocabulary-definition-1692597
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important for “interpersonal functions and for merely ʻgetting alongʼ in any 

literate society”.Pre-reading strategies to use with which texts depends on the 

text itself, the students and the purpose of reading. It is therefore important that 

the reading teachers are familiar with a wide range of pre-reading activities that 

are part of this strategy and that they are conscious of the choices they make. A 

variety of pre-reading activities should be a key feature when teaching pre-

reading strategies to cater for different learning styles and learning orientations 

among the students. In addition, it is important to remember that “strategic 

readers are not characterized by the volume of tactics that they use but rather by 

the selection of appropriate strategies that fit the particular text, purpose, and 

occasion. 

Building motivation before reading is primarily a pre-reading strategy 

suitable for lessons at school. However, suppose the teacher is able to pique the 

students` curiosity about the topic before they read a text. In that case, this might 

also contribute to the motivation for reading outside of school. Also, the feeling 

of mastering a task can help build motivation. According to Afflerbach et al. 

(2008), reading skills and strategies complement one another and together help 

motivate the student. Being skilful is motivating and it gives the students a high 

level of performance when they are able to perform a reading task efficiently and 

thoroughly. This also encourages the appreciation of the value of reading. 
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1.6 Definition of Key Term 

Reading which one of the major avenues of communication is an 

essential skill for English as a second or a foreign language; and reading is the 

most important skill to master. With strengthened reading skills, readers will 

make greater progress and attain greater development in all academic area. 

Reading is one of the important aspects that influence the students’ 

success in learning English because by reading students can increase their 

vocabulary and mainly goals of the teaching English in Indonesia to enable the 

students to use English for communication and to read English and references in 

English. For students who want to develop and expand their knowledge, 

Reading Comprehension skills are basic skills in gaining progress. Students can 

expand their knowledge by reading books. 

There are other dimensions of reading. For example, reading can be seen 

as a cultural event. All reading takes place in a given culture; culture shapes 

what, how, where, and when people read. Indeed, culture even determines 

whether people engage in reading. Some cultures are what may be called 

nonreading cultures. In a nonreading culture, in general, people tend not to read. 

For example, in a nonreading culture, people generally are not seen reading on 

buses or trains. By contrast, in a reading culture, people read at every 

opportunity. 

Reading is a multidimensional, intellectual activity which requires 

specific skills and strategies. Many researchers in reading are, therefore, keen to 

clarify what reading actually is. Defining reading is anything but easy, although 
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such a definition is of paramount importance for the sake of the profundity of the 

discussions in this article. A basic definition of reading might be an ability to 

acquire meaning from printed texts and interpret them properly. 

Reading is one of the important aspects that need to be mastered Reading 

is one of the important aspects that need to be mastered by students because 

reading is the foundation for learning subjects across all sciences, Reading 

everything you can get your hands on is one of the most passive and most 

effective ways to boost your vocabulary. When you read, you’ll see new words 

put into use by writers who are likely to have a diverse vocabulary and you can 

add these words to your own vocabulary as you come across them. With reading 

more books, you can improve your vocabulary little by little. 

Reading helps with building a good self-image and playing well with 

others Learning new concepts, discovering exciting places and understanding 

others perspectives is key to building a well-rounded self-image. Reading also 

has social benefits. Children can discuss stories with others and form friendships 

over shared interests. Reading can train our mind how to focus properly, which 

is invaluable in nearly everything we do on a daily basis whether it be as we 

study or even in our careers and in our personal relationships. Reading takes us 

out of those ‘multi-tasking’ mindsets that are constantly in. It allows us to really 

focus on one single thing that we are doing, and be fully present in it. 

Pre-Reading strategy is used to mobilize existing knowledge. Teacher 

can do various things in pre-reading stage, such as picture, short story, 

discussion or word-association activities. The Pre-Reading Plan technique 
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begins with the teacher introducing keywords, concepts or pictures for 

discussion. By asking students to say whatever initially comes to mind and 

recording the information on the board, participants can see associations. 

A pre-reading strategy where students skim through the assigned 

reading and write down questions they expect to answer or outline statements 

that correspond to the reading. Have them return to their outline during the 

reading to either answer, correct, or fill-in what they written .A pre-reading 

strategy where students rate their understanding of certain terms or concepts 

from a reading assignment. You can provide students with a list of words or 

concepts or have them find them on their own. You may also use an actual 

rating system or rubric to rate their understanding. 

Pre-Reading Plan technique, allows teachers to make good decisions 

about how to increase students' knowledge.While-reading stage is done to help 

students to understand the specific content and to perceive the rhetorical 

structure of the text. Pre-Reading Plan technique, allows teachers to make good 

decisions about how to increase students' knowledge. The Pre Reading Plan 

technique provides teachers with the means to prepare students to read a 

selection of texts and, at the same time, analyze their responses to tailor 

subsequent instruction to the student's needs. 

A pre-reading strategy where students skim through the assigned 

reading and write down questions they expect to answer or outline 

statements that correspond to the reading. Have them return to their outline 

during the reading to either answer, correct, or fill-in what they written. A 
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pre-reading strategy where students rate their understanding of certain terms 

or concepts from a reading assignment. You can provide students with a list 

of words or concepts or have them find them on their own. You may also 

use an actual rating system or rubric to rate their understanding. 

Pre reading stage focuses on knowledge and exprience of the reader. In 

order to activate background knowledge and exprience of the reader; researchers 

give importance especially pre reading phase. In pre reading phase teachers 

intoduce topic by means of pre reading activities. Students’ background and 

existing knowledge can be activated by pre reading acitivities so in this sense 

students can acquire new information and construct the meaning in the target 

reading text. There is a general aggrement that teachers build and activate 

background knowledge in pre reading phase.  

Pre reading tasks focus on students’ attention to a text and students make 

predictions on the text content by activiating their prior knowledge in this sense 

pre reading acvities are related with background knowledge and teachers can 

build new knowledge and activate bacground knowledge by means of pre 

reading activities. Pre reading stage breaks readers’ barrier and reader can 

engage in reading in other words this stage increases reader’s interest and 

motivation, so teachers can activate students’background knowledge in text 

target.  

Pre-reading strategies are learning exercises that help a reader to build 

background information, structure, and context of the book, before actually 

reading the book. Research shows that how you approach a book is crucial for 
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comprehension, decoding, and an overall successful reading experience. While 

some readers pick up anything and everything with little to no difficulty 

digesting the material, many readers could greatly benefit from implementing 

pre-reading strategies. Good readers naturally implement pre-reading strategies. 

For young readers and even many adults, a little practice of these pre-reading 

strategies can go a long way to better reading comprehension. 

Whether student are reading a magazine, a novel, or a poem, there is 

something very important about previewing what you are about to read. For 

student, this can be an exciting practice. Look at the title, author’s name, and 

front cover illustrations. Make connections, ask questions and point out anything 

that you find valuable for the student to know in these details. Beyond the cover, 

take time to peruse the text, looking at other illustrations, chapter titles, and 

anything else notable in the text.  

Depending on the student, teacher can tailor this task to meet their needs. 

For student, illustrations are an easy way to engage them in what is to come. For 

student, teacher can discuss genre, the structure of the text, and any important 

vocabulary. Regardless of the student, asking questions that allow the student to 

make connections between themselves and what is being read is extremely 

powerful. For older readers, predict what will happen with a character, how the 

story will end, and what they will learn from the text. Teacher can help the 

reader make general predictions or specific ones as they arise in the text. 

 


