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CHAPTER II 

 LITERATURE REVIEW 

This chapter is divided into two major parts presenting a discussion about 

theoretical studies and previous studies. Theoretical studies comprise related 

theorists in this study while previous studies discuss the implementation of that 

related theorists in prior studies. 

2.1 Theoretical Studies 

2.1.1 Pair Work Technique in Classroom Context 

The pair work is one of the interaction patterns used in the modern 

language classroom, such as English foreign language students. As mentioned 

from Yulitrinisya and Narius (2018) that pair works are for any form of student 

interaction without the intervention of the teacher. It is consequently, pair work 

interactions are when students work independently, face to face and 

communicate with one another with minimal involvement from the teacher. 

The main purpose of teaching English is to enable students to use the 

language effectively, either in speaking or writing. As teachers, it is 

indistinguishable whether students can use the language properly unless it is 

produced, either verbally or composed. This is line with research conducted 

from Jones (2007) that through pair work interaction, it is believed that students 

will interact with their partners more actively compared to individual work or 

group work where some students may dominate the interaction episodes while 
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others may be apathetically passive. Thus, it is also common that the dominant 

or passive pair happens in the pair-work activity. 

Related in the situation above, the teachers must monitor the group 

interaction. Nevertheless, pair-work task is expected to increase students’ 

motivation and to reduce monotony in the learning and teaching process. 

Teachers as facilitators and monitors are anticipated to create such an 

environment so that students are encouraged to learn the language intently  

(Singh & Richards, 2006). 

2.1.2 Kinds of Pair Work 

 

There are some activities of pair work that can be used in the speaking 

class. Harmer (2001) stated that in pair work the students can practice language 

together, study a text, research language, or take a part in information activities. 

Whereas they can write dialogues, predict the content of the reading text, or 

compose notes on what they have listened to or seen. Based on Harmer (2001), 

there are three kinds of pair work: 

Conversation: The conversation is the kind of pair work of students to 

communicate or share about opinions, ideas, and feeling with their friends. 

Besides, the conversation can increase the students’ vocabulary and 

pronunciation.  

Dialogue: Dialogue is similar to a conversation that needs two members 

to practice it the dialogue should be four or six lines long. That must include 
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grammatical items and vocabulary, the students need to master as well all items 

of the typical feature of spoken English, such a short answer, contracted word, 

and question tag. Before the students at the dialogues, the teacher gives some 

instructions for ways of dialogues or gives the theme for dialogue activity. 

Story Telling with Picture: Story telling with the picture is an activity 

that getting the information from the picture and explains about the picture as the 

storytelling. After that, given the chance to one number to explain the picture 

which selected by English.  

2.1.3 The Principle of Pair Work 

 English teacher plays a very important role in the success of teaching and 

learning activity. They must have a good method to make the teaching-learning 

process in speaking more enjoyable and meaningful. The teachers must be able 

to make the students participate in speaking actively. By the good method, it can 

help the students to be interested in learning to speak. This way can make 

students enjoy and have fun, and if the students enjoy and fun automatically they 

will be more confident, students are not shy to speak and brave to speak since 

they do practicing speaking with their friends. “Learning with fun can increase 

students’ achievement or output because they learn knowledge subconsciously” 

(Anggiana, 2011). 

Related to the issues above, pair work can be an effective technique to 

make the students active in the class. Whereas pair work is a technique used in 

the class, this technique was chosen since pair work can increase students’ 
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motivation and concentration. Based on research conducted by Jatmiko (2017) it 

also creates a nicer atmosphere in the class and the communication between the 

students in all classroom activities more natural. The implementation of pair 

work will affect the students’ achievement.  

Pair work quite simply substantially increases the opportunities the 

students get to speak English. It means that pair work gives the students 

maximum opportunity in terms of time spent speaking. Whereas pair work 

creates a more secure and positive classroom atmosphere. For most students, 

being called on by the teacher to answer a question in front of their pairs can be 

a frightening experience. By applying pair work in learning to speak, it gives the 

students more speaking time and allows them to use a greater variety of English 

to express what they want to communicate. 

2.1.4 Advantages and disadvantages of Pair Work 

Although it is quite clear that pair work is a valuable method to implement 

in EFL classrooms, there could be some disadvantages of pair work 

implementation. Hadfield (1992) argued that in many ways pair work or small 

group work can be a destructive activity. One advantage of pair work is that it 

increases learners’ opportunities to use the language. Pair work provides an 

effective method to use language as it is used in normal life. Besides, pair work 

is valuable in providing more opportunities for more language exposure (Moon, 

2000). This enables students to express themselves and express their ideas in 
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English. On the other hand, there are some possible problems with pair work 

tasks.  

However, there are some negative effects during pair work. First, Harmer 

(2001) argued that students might deviate from the main topic and talk about 

something else during pair work. The same issue was raised by Moon (2000) 

claiming that pair work could lead to misbehavior and may distract students 

from effective learning. Besides, research proved that students tend to use their 

first language during pair work activities. Moreover, based on the researcher 

experience pair work might help one student rather than the other. Consequently, 

as argued by Hadfield (1992) that we need to understand that though pair work 

is, in essence, divisive in that it fragments the class. Therefore, pair work has a 

vital function in language learning so we can’t ignore it, but at the same time, we 

should be careful not to lead to a sense of fragmentation, conflict, or purpose 

lessons (Hadfield, 1992).  Besides, Nunan (2003) claimed that pair work can be 

used to increase the amount of time that learners get to speak in the target 

language during lessons which reflects more language production. 

2.1.5 Pair Work Technique in English Speaking Classroom 

Speaking is one of the four skills in a language; the others are listening, 

writing, and reading. Speaking is a productive skill since the speaker is required 

to produce words and sounds when they speak. Chaney and Burkey (1998) also 

define speaking as the process of building and sharing meaning through the use 

of verbal and non-verbal symbols in a variety of contexts. In this case, speaking 
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is a process of exchanging words or information between an individual and a 

more on a certain context. In this case, speaking is implemented with use pair 

work activity, whereas based on Storch (2001) pair work as an essential element 

in EFL/ESL classes, has a very clear effect on students’ performance during 

speaking activities. Storch (2001) accepted pair work as a “classroom 

organization that promotes speaking practice and negotiations of meaning”. So, 

students speaking ability can be improved through pair work activity so they can 

express their ideas, opinions, and so on. This is line with Tarigan (1985) cited in 

Anggiana’s (2011) study that speaking is a skill of conveying words or sounds of 

articulation to express or to deliver ideas, opinions, and feelings. Speaking is a 

process of exchange among people on certain opinions or ideas. 

Mead et al. (1985) add the definition of speaking as an interactive process 

in which an individual alternately takes the roles of speaker and listener, and 

which includes both verbal and non-verbal components. To exchange 

information through speaking activity, there must be two or more parties 

involved, the speaker and the listener. Thus, it can be concluded that speaking is 

an interaction between a speaker and listener as interlocutors who exchange their 

ideas, opinions, feelings, and information which includes both verbal and-verbal 

actions. 
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2.1.6 Implementation of Pair Work activity in the Speaking Class 

There are several ways of teaching speaking and one of them is the varied 

patterns of interaction such as pair work and group work in the classroom. This 

process of teaching is based on the conversation using spoken English between 

the teacher and learners or between learners themselves. As stated by Brumfit, et 

al. (1991) that a lesson in speaking covers when the teacher and the learners 

communicate orally with each other. Therefore, the learners get more confident 

by participating in spoken form. This way they have the opportunity to learn to 

speak by speaking. Scrivener (2005) stated that learners can become more fluent 

through activities such as chatting about their weekend plans or discussing films, 

etc. Billows (2005) also stated that an English teacher who claimed that English 

must live, the teacher and the learners should talk about real things in the 

classroom. The teacher should consider focusing on life situations that are 

familiar to the learners (Brumfit, et al., 1991). 

Besides, in teaching speaking skill, Aminuddin (2006) stated that the 

teacher must be do the interactive process in construction the meaning that 

inlvoves producing, receiving, and processing information orally using organ of 

speech. Not only that, the ideas are someone’s messeges would like to be 

transferred to another. It means that another should person should understand the 

messeges well. In order to understand the messages well, one’s speaking should 

provide natural communication which has certain features (Aminuddin, 2006). 

However, Harmer (2001) also stated that the ability to speak fluently are 
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presupposes not only a knowledge of language features but also the ability to 

process information and language on the spot. This is line with Scott and 

Ytreberg (2005) that speaking is perhaps the most demanding skill for the 

lecturer to teach. Which is one more thing that has to be remembered is that the 

most efficient communication in a foreign language is not always the person 

who is best at manipulating the strucrures but the one who is most skilled at 

processing the complete situation involving himself and his hearer, talking 

account of that knowledge is already shared between them (Littlewood, 2002). 

The ability of someone to make a social contact is determined by his 

ability of speaking. It means that speaking is absolutely needed to fulfill all 

needs of human beings (Holmes, 2001). Talking about speaking means that 

talking about communication because sepaking is a part of communication. In 

communicative activities, there are at least two people a speaker and a listener. 

In addition, communicative activities require other components of 

communication, namely, the topic, and the place or media of communication. A 

process of communication can take place if all the components of 

communication work together in a context where the communicators a speaker 

and a listener are. The context of communication can determine the meaning of 

each word and sentence. In theory, communication is said to have taken place if 

the information received is the same as that one of being sent. In practice, one 

has to allow for all kinds of interfering factors, or noise, which reduce the 

efficiency of the transmission. In other words, a process of communication takes 
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place if there is a process of questioning and answering performed by at least 

two people (the speaker and the listener or the writer and the reader). The 

answers or response performed by someone is usually based on the question 

asked by the questioner. There is no question without answer. There is no 

response without stimulus (Crystal, 2001). Communication is a fundamental 

notion in the study of behavior, which acts as a frame of reference for linguistic 

and phonetic studies. Communication refers to the transmission of information 

(a message) between a source and a receiver using a signaling system: in 

linguistic contexts, source and receiver are interpreted in human terms, the 

system involved is a language, and the notion of response to (or 

acknowledgement of) the message becomes of crucial importance (Crystal, 

2005). Dealing with the communication and speaking, there are some features of 

natural communication as proposed by (Cross, 2001). They are purpose, 

unpredictability, slip and hesitations, creativity, spontaneity, economy, stress and 

intonation, comprehension checks, and turn taking. The purposedeals with 

performing speaking is a purposeful activity. Someone who is speaking to 

another must have a certain purpose such as greeting, apologizing, criticizing, 

enquiring, or informing something. Unpredictability deals with ambiguity of the 

meaning of sentences in speaking that cannot be easily predicted by the listeners. 

However, Cross (2001) also argued that mispronunciation can be one of the 

influences in the communication process as well. Whereas slip and hesitations 

deals with producing sentences at the moment of speaking can be possibly be 
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hadicaped by mistakes or slips and doubt in producing sentences at the moment 

of speaking. 

Creativity covers Journal of Education and Practice the difficulties of 

comprehending literary worksfaced by many readers. But for some speakers, it is 

easy for them to do this depending on their creativities to manage their ideas to 

be their own schemata to perform in other styles of producing language, 

especially in oral performance (Cross, 2001). Spontaneity describes producing 

words, phrases, and sentences normally without planning to produce them before 

in the process of speaking (Littlewood, 2002).  Besides, stress and intonation are 

also understood as the process of speaking that contain some ideas transferred by 

a speaker to a hearer by stressing particular ideas with different intonation to be 

understood differently by a hearer. Comprehension checks deal with checking 

understanding done by the speaker to ensure that his/her messages are well 

understood or not by the listener. Turn taking the expectation of the speaker to 

the listener to understand and respond what he/she is speaking.  

As we know that someone cannotfulfill all his/her needas without any help 

from others. A kind of need can be provided by someone and another kind of 

need is provided by another one, while someone has to fulfill all kinds of need. 

To get all of them, it is very important for everyone to make a contact one 

another. The contact develops from small contact to the wider contact in the 

form of social interaction. The social interaction cannot occur without 



 

17 
  
 
 
 

communication as a medium of taking and giving information or anything else. 

However, Holmes (2001) argued that communication is dealing with speaking. 

In English learning process, some studies also point out that the teacher 

should teach learners in typical situations such as greetings, discussing health, 

the weather, etc. This way has shown to be more effective than direct teaching 

(Brumfit, et al., 1991). The teacher may discuss other subjects such as sport, 

recreational activities and general subjects that the learners can relate to. There 

can also be discussions about instructions and discipline during the lesson. 

Suggestions given by the learners could also be part of the discussion and the 

teacher may seek the type of feedback. Each learning hour should begin with a 

learning routine and the teacher should make sure that all students are familiar 

with the classroom language. This may give them more self-confidence and a 

good start in the learning process. 

2.1.7 Teaching Procedure of Pair Work 

Based on Khairunnisa's (2018) research, there are some steps to apply 

pair work activity in the classroom. The first, be sure to fully the procedure 

before splitting the class up. Then, demonstrate exactly what they have to do. In 

this session, teacher stand in front of the class to start the class, then provide the 

activity that appropriate to the topic and describe to students about what activity 

that they will do in the class. After thta, ask them to tell the teacher what they 

have to do to check their understanding. In this part, teacher makes sure to the 
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students about the information that they have received from their teachers after 

they listen the instructions or an explanation. 

Furtheremore, give feedback after the students finish does the task. In 

this part, teacher gives the feedback to students so they don’t feel that they have 

been wasting time. Then, Set a clear time. The teachers have to set when the 

good time that teacher use to instruct them to talk in pair work activity. Lastly, 

control who works with who, so the students are not always being dominated or 

dominating others. In this activity, when the students are asked by the teacher to 

speak to the others, at the same time teacher walk around the students in the 

class to check or control the students’ progress so the students are controlled to 

do activity and all of them to be active in the class. 

2.2 Students’ Perception of Using Pair Work 

Students’ perception includes on how students’ understanding in facing 

some experiences in their studying process. Fernandes et al. (2011) stated that 

perception is the process of receiving information and making sense of the world 

around us. It is stated that in the process of perception, somebody will receive 

information from their surroundings. Then, the person will give meaning to the 

information. Therefore, the process of perception makes students able to 

interpret information around them and understand the information after doing 

pair work activity in the class. In this case, students’ perception activity not only 

focused on their studying process but also on the environment, the teacher is 
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often interested students to evaluate and to make perception. In this case, this 

study would like to know the students’ perception of using pair work. 

2.2.1 Types of Students’ Perception 

Self-perception is all personal acts to think, do about themselves, their 

capabilities and their environment.This perception, in turn, influences the 

demeanors each individual obtains and choices each human being makes 

through life. There are two kinds of perception, they are; positive and negative 

perceptions (Fitria & Amalia, 2018). Positive perception is a valuable present 

that prepares the self-confidence and power to catch on the world,to endure 

crises, and to focus outside oneself. It increases the construction of relationships 

and giving to others.  Moreover, negative perception is disposed to focus on their 

desires, trying to acquire and prove their self-worth. 

Students’ perception includes their thought, belief, and feeling about 

person, situation, and event in the classroom (Hilal, 2014). Regarding the fact 

that perception toward the learning process is an important concern that 

influences students’ attitudes, it is important to investigate students’ perceptions. 

However, Perdanawati (2010) also stated that students have tendencies to create 

their perception about the quality of learning and then give positive or negative 

reactions based on their expectations and previous experience. 
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2.2.2 Kind of Activity in the Speaking Class  

Spratt, Pulverness and Williams (2011) stated that kinds of interactive 

activity in the class are first, the whole class. In this case, the teacher leads the 

class and teacher tell the students about the lesson topic, then the learners will 

focus on the teacher. The second is Individuals. In this activity, students are 

asked by the teacher to complete the charts on their own.Third is pair work 

(student to student). In this activity, students are asked by the teacher to do 

conversation with their friend that sitting on the next chair about the theme that 

has been given of their teacher. 

Another activity are continue with open pairs (two learners do a pair 

work activity in front of the class). In this activity, the teacher chose one pair of 

students to do conversation or do another task in front of the class.Then, closed 

pairs. In this activity, all learners do an activity at the same time working with a 

partner. This activity is that students do appropriate with the lesson topic. 

Besides, making groups is also important, whereas in this activity the students 

are asked by the teacher to make same group that consists of some students to do 

all about speaking activity with other students to develop their speaking ability. 

The last is Mingles, whereas this activity allow students move around the 

classroom and asking each other questions. 

To get better results in teaching the language, the teacher should select the 

learners into appropriate groupings according to their level of knowledge. 
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Activities such as mingles offer the learners to learn spoken language at the 

same time, give the less capable learners more confidence, and fully engage 

them in the learning process. A different approach to studying brings individual 

activities and gives the learners the ability to learn at their speed. Furtheremore, 

Spratt, et al. (2011) also stated that working in pairs or groups helps the learners 

to have more time to practice fluency and encourages them to build their self-

esteem by speaking the language in safe surroundings. 

Besides the speaking activity above, there are some types of speaking 

activity that conducted by the researchers. It will be discuss as below : 

  Communication games are another type of speaking activity that 

proposed by Harmer (2001), word games show an element of fun during the 

learning process like indeed, students draw drawings, solving puzzles, etc. In 

these activities, games are designed to provoke communicationbetween students 

and often rely on information gaps. In prepared the assignment, students are 

asked to make a presentation on their own topicchoice. The purpose of the tasks 

is to develop informal and spontaneous conversation. Even though that more of 

writing like task, if possible, students should speak from notes rather than write. 

As mentioned by Dakowska (2005) that interviews involve two roles, they are 

the role of the interview, whomore demanding according to the factual 

information, and the role of the interviewer. Which is veryoften the interview is 

an integral part of a more structured task, such as a simulation or project 

(Dakowska, 2005). 



 

22 
  
 
 
 

 Communication and collaboration. This is activity is designed to allow 

students to work together to share their thoughts, questions, ideas, and solutions 

in a number of speaking tasks and exercises. Collaborative learning helps 

students to develop and achieve their communication skills. Co-learning enables 

students to overcome their speaking anxiety and nervousness, to develop social 

skills and critical thinking skills, to promote reciprocal interaction, and to help 

prepare students for challenges in the workplace, where collaborative and 

communication skills are needed in many careers. (Aliyu, 2017;  Trilling & 

Fadel, 2009).  

 Furctheremore, critical thinking and problem solving are speaking 

activity that designed to enable learners to be able to use various types of 

reasoning appropriate to the situation in their speaking practice and solve 

different types of unfamiliar speaking topics in innovative ways. Speaking 

activities can be explicitly designed through problem-solving exercises/tasks, 

questions and answers, group discussions, project-based tasks and more. This 

activity has a valuable effect on stimulating students' critical thinking awareness. 

Having good critical thinking leads students to improve their oral 

communication skills. This is in line with the findings of research conducted by 

Sanavi and Tarighat (2014) and Shirkhani and Fahim (2011) which states that 

increasing critical thinking awareness has a positive impact on speaking skills 

because it can improve students' oral communication skills, expand their 

learning experience, and make language is more meaningful to them. 
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  Next, creativity and innovation. This speaking activity is designed to 

encourage students to be able to look at speaking problems in new ways and 

connect learning across subjects and disciplines, as well as try new approaches 

to address better solutions. In a number of speaking task designs, students are 

urged to put forth their maximum creative efforts, able to elaborate their own 

ideas in discussion, show originality, be open to diversity,perspectives, and 

make useful contributions to the topics provided. Teaching for creativity means 

understanding and developing students' creative abilities and encouraging them 

to believe in their own creativity. It is the process of equipping students with 

knowledge of the creative process and providing opportunities for them to be 

creative using hands on the activities and creative methods, media, and 

assessment (Tran, Ho, & Hurle, 2016). 

 Then, information literacy. This speaking activity is designed to enable 

learners to be able to access, evaluate, use, and manage information, which is 

tailored to their relevant speaking problems. Information literacy (IL) facilitates 

undergraduate students to evaluate and contextualize information sources and 

promotes students as knowledge creators and contributors to academic 

dissemination (Bury, Craig, & Shujah, 2017). This is line with Nizam, Musa and 

Wahi (2010) that Information literacy is needed by students, especially students, 

in their academic life and daily tasks. They claim that students who support 

information literacy will become more independent learners and take better 

control over their educational attainment. 
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 Media literacy is also the speaking activity is designed to help students 

to be able to analyze and create media products to support their speaking 

achievement. Learners understand and utilize the most appropriate media to 

express their ideas in speaking assignments. Media is everything that is used to 

help communicate in the target language (Tomlinson, 2007). In addition, 

Tomlinson further explained that the types of media that can be used to facilitate 

students to communicate in the target language, such as linguistic, visual, 

auditory or kinesthetic, and they can be presented in print, through live 

performances or displays, or on cassettes, CDs. -ROM, DVD or internet. 

 ICT Literacy. It is alo the speaking activity is designed to apply 

relevant technologies (communication laboratory, speech recognition software, 

youtube, teacher tubes, and videos) in the learning process. The technology has 

been a great inspiration to students and has made them want to learn more about 

learning materials (Bahadorfar & Omidvar, 2014). These technological tools are 

much more engaging and provide fun and enjoyable learning, thereby motivating 

students and helping them improve their language learning in useful ways. 

Moreover, these tools help students learn at their own pace and promote 

autonomy within them. 

 Flexibility and adaptability. This speaking activity is designed to 

stimulate learners to be able to adapt to changes (varied roles in conversation, 

schedule, context), be flexible to input, and balance diverse views in discussing a 

number of speaking topics. An understanding of flexibility and adaptability leads 

to success in discussions whereas a lack of these skills leads to stagnation and 
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failure. Nowadays, employers are actively looking for graduates who are not 

only smart and adaptable, but also flexible and have the ability to adapt to 

changing circumstances and environments, welcome new ideas, and provide new 

ways of accomplishing tasks (Kivunja, 2003). 

  Self-initiative and self-direction. This speaking activity is designed to 

help learners to set their own goals and time to practice independent speaking 

exercises/tasks and the like. Practice can develop students' own speaking skills 

and their engagement and commitment to their own pace of learning. Thus, self-

direction skills play a key role in the development of assignments designed to 

develop and improve the oral fluency of EFL students inside and outside the 

classroom (Buitrago, 2017). The self-direction proposes a series of speaking 

exercises/tasks in which students can freely make decisions about the speaking 

problem/topic being discussed. 

  Social and cross-cultural. This speaking activity is designed to support 

learners to interact effectively with others (knowing when to listen and when to 

speak, responding openly to different ideas, and leveraging social and cultural 

differences to create ideas).  Which is this can be as the new ideas in speaking 

exercises and assignments. Based on Sub (2015), Exercises related to cross 

cultural materials are helpful in preparing students to understand and develop 

skills and abilities in cultural diversity, intercultural communication, empathy, 

talent for working collaboratively and networking across cultures, and 

interacting with people from different social and cultural backgrounds. different 

cultures. 
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 Productivity and accountability. This speaking activity is designed to 

motivate students to be able to manage and prioritize speaking projects and then 

demonstrate the project results in front of the class effectively. The speaking 

assignment design ensures that each student actively participates and cooperates 

effectively with the team. Individual accountability and commitment play an 

important role in handling various English tasks (Albino, 2017; Astuti & 

Lammers, 2017). They further revealed that when students were believed to 

handle more than one English task, they produced more spoken English and 

gotunderstandable input.  

 Lastly, leadership and responsibility are speaking activity is designed 

to adapt students to be able to use interpersonal and problem solving skills to 

influence, guide and be responsible to others in completing English speaking 

tasks. Students are trained to be leaders and act responsibly through a number of 

tasks from an early age. As mentioned by Jammal (2015) that this way helps 

them to get useful feedback related to problem solving, building positive 

collaborative relationships, conflict resolution, diversity awareness, self-

confidence, integrity and work ethic inside and outside the classroom. to ensure 

their academic success. 

 

2.3 The previous studies of Pair Work 

 The study about pair work activity  had been conducted by some 

researchers.From indonesian context, Mulya (2016) researchinvestigate the 

significant difference of speaking performances between students who were 
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taught using pair work technique and students who were not. The result finding 

of this research is there is a significant difference of speaking performance 

between students who are taught using pair work technique and students who are 

taught using the conventional technique was accepted. The use of pair work 

technique in teaching speaking was found to be an effective technique for the EC 

students in improving their speaking performances. It is suggested that English 

teachers make use of this technique in teaching speaking to their students, as a 

variety among the other techniques that can be used in class to teach the same 

skill. 

Another study was done by Rakab (2017) that aims  to assess students’ 

reaction to a communicative activity, in which a group activity is carried out in a 

very different manner from the traditional group work activities, especially in 

terms of classroom management and seating plan. The results suggested that 

students regarded the activity as very beneficial to their language development 

and stated preferencefor this particular activity over traditional pair work and 

group work activities. In some detail, the extent to which pair work and group 

work activities in a communicative class contribute to second language 

development, especially as far as accuracy is concerned. The findings also 

discuss the claim that communicative interaction can drive language acquisition 

forward, and it is assumption that communicative activities push students to 

negotiate for meaning. Besides, the alternative pair work and group work 

activity is more conducive to learning, especially in terms of formal properties of 



 

28 
  
 
 
 

language. Besides, in recent years, in line with a more learner-focused view of 

education, there has been increasing interest in language learners themselves and 

how they approach the task of learning. Language teachers should always keep 

in mind that in any situation, students should always be the center of the 

classroom and the center of learning, and cultivating students’ communicative 

competence depends greatly on the practical use of the language and the 

frequent interaction with the peers. The basis of the idea proposed by Nation 

(2002) that a balanced language course should consist of four major strands of 

meaning-focused input, language-focused learning, meaning-focused output and 

fluency development and considering the language learning features and the 

present ineffective large class teaching method. In implementing group work is 

to promote students to speak English, which is the most important practice for 

effective teaching in the large EFL classrooms. As most problems may have a 

variety of causes which to some degree reflect the variety of individuals in a 

class, there is likely to be a variety of solutions rather than one possible solution 

to this problem. From this perspective, this study focuses on the problem of 

students’ insufficient ability to speak English mainly caused by large class 

teaching and tries to suggest a package of complementary solutions to approach 

the problem.  

 In addition, Storch, N., & Aldosari, A. (2013) study that investigated the 

nature of pair work in an English as a Foreign Language (EFL) class in a college 

in Saudi Arab. The result of this study is suggest that pair work facilitates L2 
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learning, what is unclear is how to best pair students in L2 classes of mixed L2 

proficiency. Pair work provide  further support for the use of paired classes, 

particularly foreign language contexts, in which learners may have limied 

oppurtunities to engage wit L2. Pair work can provide for students to use L2 for 

a variety of functions and to receive feedbac from their peers. The findings result 

also suggest that decisions about how best to match students, especially in 

classes with mixed L2 abilities, deend on the purpose of the activity, and types 

of relationships the learner might form. Such relationships may have a greater 

impact on the chances of learning a language than the L2 proficiency groupings 

of the learners. 

 The similarity of this study with the other studies is in this study discuss 

ow pair work implementation in the class can provide a positive effects to the 

students’ performance. While the difference between this study with the other 

studies are this study only focus on exploring how EFL learners perceive pair 

work activity in the Speaking class, whether pair work technique can help them 

to solve their problem such as it can improving students’ confidence, increase 

the motivation, or helping the students to be easy to do the task quickly or not. 
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